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consign it to obscurity or give it any second place. The freest specu- 
lations of rationalism have not as yet diminished the honor paid to the 
chief of books. The Bible Society is quite as busy with its presses and 
its editions, in all civilized and savage tongues, as it was before Renan 
or Strauss uttered their dreadful words of denial. Men study the Bible 
more willingly and more faithfully when they are allowed to distinguish 
in it what is true from what is false, than when they are warned at the 
outset that it is all infallibly true. There never was a time in the his- 
tory of Christianity when there was so much real " searching " of the 
Scripture as the time in which we are living. Investigation now as- 
sists and guides exposition. 

The proof-reader of Dr. Curtis's work has been strangely careless, 
and the typographical mistakes are numerous and annoying. " Eph- 
raim Cyrus" (p. 127) for Ephrem Syrus, " Mahaleel" for Mahala- 
leel, " Sala " for Salah, "Armenian" for Arminian, "Bauer" for 
Baur, " Intillege " for Intellige, " Baruck " for Baruch, " Brounson " 
for Brownson, " Belgiam " for Belgian, " Thedoret " for Theodoret, 
" Cephalopoda " for Cephalopoda, " Saurord " for Sauroid, " Aquilla " 
for Aquila, " Arphaxed " for Arphaxad, " insurperable " for insupera- 
ble, are only a part of the misprints that we have noted. Occa- 
sionally the Greek words are without their proper accents. 



5. — Angelic Philosophy of the Divine Love and Wisdom. By 
Emanuel Swedenborg. Translated by R. N. Foster. Phila- 
delphia : J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1867. 

The publishers of this new and beautiful edition of one of Sweden- 
borg's chief treatises are engaged in reproducing all his books in 
greatly improved form. Men of sense and scholarship preside over 
the enterprise, so that we have a chance at last of seeing Swedenborg 
in a free and graceful English dress, without having our taste shocked 
any longer by the rudenesses and awkwardnesses of a mere conven- 
tional terminology. It is very sad that any one should ever be com- 
pelled to look at the catholic Swedenborg in translations intended origi- 
nally for the uses of a sect ; for, however unconscious of any improper 
bias the translator may be, and however disposed as he himself con- 
ceives to act honestly, the very fact that he is a man of sectarian aims 
disqualifies him fully to understand Swedenborg, or do adequate justice 
to his thought, and renders it inevitable that he should to some extent 
mislead the reader. We hail this new edition of Swedenborg, there- 
fore, as free from the stigma of these influences. Rev. Mr. Barrett, 
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under whose editorial supervision chiefly the works are being issued, is 
a man of scholarly culture and of wide sympathies ; and we are 
sure that nothing of which the unprejudiced reader can have the 
least right to complain will ever creep into them with his connivance. 
He has himself virtually translated the " Heaven and Hell " anew ; 
and now Mr. Foster, who seems an every way competent and finished 
translator, has given us what may be called Swedenborg's most philo- 
sophic production in a dress worthy of its contents. 

The " Divine Love and Wisdom " is a deeply interesting book, — 
almost the only one in which Svvedenborg has attempted a direct and 
comprehensive exposition of ontological principles ; and it is all-impor- 
tant that a man of ample scholarship, and as ample breadth of sympathy 
with his kind, should be employed to reproduce it in English. We 
commend the book to the attention of every one who wishes to learn 
something about Swedenborg from the author himself, and not from any 
purely parasitic testimony. It is, indeed, high time that the pretence 
of a peculiar property in Swedenborg, and of a right to use his books 
in the interest exclusively of a new and narrower ecclesiastieism, should 
be universally derided and exploded ; and we are glad to perceive the 
vigorous movement in this direction which is being made under Mr. 
Lippincott's auspices in Philadelphia. His new edition of Swedenborg 
is not only vastly corrected and improved in point of translation, but 
is issued in beautiful mechanical form, and ought to supersede every 
other. 



6. — Dissertations and Discussions ; Political, Philosophical, and* 
Historical. By John Stuart Mill. Vol. IV. Boston: Wil- 
liam V. Spencer. 1867. 

The time has gone by when it would be thought necessary to intro- 
duce Mr. Mill to the readers of America, or of any other civilized 
country. Mr. Mill's reputation rests upon a foundation too strong to 
be shaken, upon an eminence too conspicuous to need pointing out. 
Few names are more frequently in the mouths of those who deal seri- 
ously with philosophical or practical subjects ; the opinions of few great 
writers have been, during their lifetime, so heartily welcomed, so often 
quoted, or so respectfully disputed. This early attainment of such 
widespread celebrity is, in Mr. Mill's case, due partly to the fact that 
he has not confined himself to abstract subjects, but has written with 
equal ability about matters of immediate importance to every one ; 
partly to his exceeding sobriety and discipline of mind, which prevents 
him from ever running unguardedly into vagaries. Indeed, if we were 



